architecture, and is still in use. In the margin of the map there is a larger view of the Hall, here reproduced ( fig. 1) .
We also have a description of the Hall from an outside source. The following passage from Celia Fiennes, in her book Thro' England on a Side-Saddle, throws an interesting light upon the anatomical proceedings of the Company and the state of their Hall and Garden in the time of William and Mary (1689-94):-" At Newcastle. I went to see the Barber Surgeons' Hall which was within a pretty garden walled in, full of flowers and greens In potts and in the Borders; its a good neate building of Brick. There I saw the roome with a round table in it railed round with seates or Benches for ye Conveniency in their dissecting and anatomising a body, and reading Lectures on all parts. There were two bodyes that had been anatomised one the bones were fastned with wires the other had had the flesh boiled off and so some of ye Ligeament remained and dryed with it, and so the parts were held together by its own muscles and sinews that were dryed with it. Over this was another roome in wch was the skin of a man that was taken off after he was dead, and dressed, and so was stuffed-the body and limbs. It Look'd and felt like a sort of parchment. In this roome I could take a viewe of the whole town, it standing on high ground, and a pretty Lofty building." The Hall was rebuilt in-1730, in rather different style-a description of which is given in Bourne's History of Newcastle (1736) "On the East of this same field is the Hall of the Barber Surgeons, which was re-built by them in the year 1730.
" It is a very beautiful one, and not a little sumptuous; it stands upon tall Piazzas, under which is a very spacious walk. There is before it a fine Square, divided into four Areas or Grass-Plats. surrounded with Gravel-Walks, each of which is adorned with a Statue. By an ordinary dated Sept. 17, 1671, they were constituted a body politic by the name of "Barber-Chirurgeons & Wax and Tallow Chandlers " ordering them to " meet yearly and choose two Wardens who were to be sworn, that apprentices should serve seven years, and that when any brother had taken a cure in hand no other should meddle with'it till it was completed on pain of forfeiting 20s for the first, 30s for the second, and 40s for the third default, one half of which to go to the brother who first dressed the patient."
"It is further enjoined that none should wash, dress or trim on a Sunday on pain of forfeiting two shillings for every offence " and the above Ordinary gives " power to make by-laws, and to choose annually two searchers who are to be sworn." Brand, Vol. ii, pp. 342-3.
Much time seems to have been taken up in disciplinary matters. "Searchers"
were appointed in 1618, and apparently as a result of their inquiries John Bawne was fined, as were many others. June 28, 1739. The same day it was debated whether John Carrick son of John Carrick, Gentleman, an apprentice, should have the liberty to go abroad for his improvement, and ordered by the majority that he be at liberty to goe. exceeding six at one time, to keep watch or quell the said riotous persons, and that no person so appointed shall refuse or neglect to attennd by himself or deputy for such time as the said Stewards shall appoint under the penalty of Ten Pounds. October 3rd, 1745.-At a meeting of the said Company held this day, it is this day ordered, by a majority of the said Company, that this Corporation have the use of the Hall, for a reasonable time, for lodging officers and soldiers, or other necessary purposes, the Corporation having undertaken to repair and make good all damages done thereby.
The riot of 1740 was caused by the dearness of corn. It was very outrageous; the mob carried all before them, and it was found necessary to call in the military force and fire upon the crowd before their violence was stopped. The riot cost the Corporation about £4,000.
In 1771, at London, Lord Mayor Crosby and two Aldermen were sent to the Tower by the Commons, for ordering the committal of their messenger, who had seized a printer in the city. The Barber Chirurgeons were prompt to qxpress their sentiments on that procedure. The Surgeons possessed a set of instruments which were lent out on occasion. They were kept in a glass-fronted cupboard at the hall. This case, surmounted by the arms of the Barber-Surgeons exists to-day in the museum of the Antiquarian Society at the Castle (fig. 4) . Their loan was governed by statute, and they may have been used and loaned only for the major operations. The case contains some twenty-six instruments such as a saw, needles, probes, cautery-irons, rougines, tooth and bullet forceps. The Present Position. From the latter part of the 18th century the position of the Company seems to have declined, owing mainly, one may suppose, to the growth of Hospitals and Medical Schools, and the improvement and specialization of medicine.
With the lack of apprentices, the numbers continued to diminish till, in 1830, their Hall was vacant. The Company has been maintained but may be said to be almost " in articulo mortis." It consists at present of five members, two stewards and three ordinary members. It has no Hall-the old Barber Surgeons' Hall is now a Church School. Its meeting, still held on Trinity Monday, takes place in the Nag's Head Hotel, where even the festival dinner has been abandoned for lack of funds. When the Hall was sold, the proceeds were divided amongst the members, so that now only enough income exists to provide some liquid refreshment and tobacco.
Two Minute books, together with the copy of Bartholinus, are in the possession of the Secretary of the Company. The case of instruments is in the Museum of the Castle, and these appear to be all the material remains.
The Society has existed by the sole means of patrimony and, as no man can be made a freeman of the Company except by apprenticeship, or being the son of a member, it seems likely to die out in a few years.
The minute books were extracted by the late Dr. Embleton and my quotations from them are from an article by him in Archceoloqia Aliana.
